HISTORY


1st YEAR HISTORY: How we find out about the past
                                                    
In the first year of Junior Cycle, the syllabus affords the pupil the opportunity to study the Job of the historian and then chronologically follow a variety of aspects of life in the past, spanning prehistoric times to the Renaissance. The course facilitates a variety of approaches to the teaching of History and a wide range of sources will be used. The syllabus is developmental in nature and as the year progresses the complexity of the themes and concepts gradually increases. Correct note taking and techniques for successful independent study will be fostered. The following details will provide a framework for First Year History:

Weeks 1-4:      The Job of the Historian
  
This includes the study of historical sources and the work of the archaeologist.      
                        

Weeks 5-9:  Our Roots in Ancient Civilisations. 

This deals with life in Prehistoric and Early Christian Ireland, from our earliest Irish ancestors in the Stone Age to life in Celtic Ireland. 

Weeks 10 – 16: Ancient Rome

This deals with the culture and the customs of the Ancient Romans and takes into account many of their notable achievements. We make a start on this part of the syllabus during the first 3 weeks and finish it after the Christmas exams in weeks 16 and 17.

 Christmas exams take place during weeks 13 and 14 week.


Weeks 17-18: Project work

All first year pupils will complete a project during this period during class and homework time.  Skills such as researching, collating, analysis and presenting information will be developed during these two weeks. It is envisaged that these skills will help them greatly as they continue their study of History for Junior Cert.


 Weeks 19 – 25 Castle, Church and City. 

This looks at Medieval Society, concentrating on life in Ireland in the Middle Ages. Examples from other parts of Europe are used as appropriate.

Weeks 26-31: Renaissance: 

We trace the reasons for the Italian Renaissance and study the developments brought to art, architecture, science, printing and learning. We also look at how it spread throughout Europe.  

Week 32:         Revision      

[bookmark: _GoBack]The summer exam will involve work from throughout the whole school year but material covered after the Christmas exam will make up the bulk of the paper.    
