CLASSICAL STUDIES

The Classical Studies course of study for 1st Year serves as a general introduction to the Classical world. 

This is divided into four parts

· Geography of the Mediterranean Lands in Ancient Time
· Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece 
· Introduction to Athens and Ancient Greece 
· An Introduction to the Roman World 

The syllabus is offered at two levels, Ordinary and Higher.   The syllabus framework is common to both levels. Consequently students at both levels are enabled to work together until the end of the three year cycle.

Geography of the Mediterranean Lands in Ancient Times (Week 1)

· Location of the more important centres i.e. Egypt, Crete, Mycenae, Troy, Palestine, Carthage, Athens, Sparta, Rome.

Myths and Legends (Weeks 2-13)

The syllabus outlines several topics in this section for study; the following myths have been selected for study by the Classics Department at Wesley College.

The Gods of Mount Olympus
· Creation Myth (general introduction to Myth)
· The Olympians
· The Stories of Athena, Hephaestus and Aphrodite.

Heroes of the Ancient World
· Prometheus
· Perseus
· Odysseus (Cyclops and other stories)

The Story of Theseus
The story of Theseus encompasses a broad range of topics from myth to archaeological fact and is an essential  part of the 1st  year course.
· Legends related to Theseus
· Theseus and the Minotaur
· Archaeology and related topics (Sir Arthur Evans- Knossos)



An Introduction to Athens and Ancient Greece (Weeks 14-24)

A history of ancient Athens including:
· Geography of Athens (location, city plans and infrastructure).
· The Acropolis
· Government and Justice
· The Army and the Persian Wars
· Greek influence on European Culture

An Introduction to the Roman World (Weeks 25-32)

 The foundation of Rome including:
· The geographical site
· The foundation legends (Aeneas, Romulus and Remus, Mars)
· Archaeological evidence
· The Tarquins 

The Story of Hannibal Barca and his influence on the Roman world.
· Political situation and background
· Hannibal’s journey to Italy
· Aftermath, influence and legacy of Hannibal on the Roman Army
· An introduction to the Roman Army 

Rome as capital of the Empire including
· An outline of its growth from city state to empire
· Geography of the Empire
· A Roman conquest e.g. the invasion of Gaul or Britain
· Communications within the Empire
· The Pax Romana
· The rise of Christianity within the confines of the Empire
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