ENGLISH  

THE YEAR’S PLAN – 1st Year

‘Language most shows a man: speak that I may see thee.’  Ben Jonson

The NCCA syllabus states, at the outset, that ‘We live in the midst of language’. In English classes in Wesley, teachers promote and nurture an interest in and awareness of the power, potential and possibilities of the spoken and written word. This is done through a wide range of oral and written exercises including debating, speeches, drama and book reports.              

The First Year Booklist 

Creature of the Night – Kate Thompson
Myths and Legends – Anthony Horowitz
Chrysalis New Edition
Dictionary – Concise Oxford/ Irish Edition

FIRST TERM

Pupils are encouraged to read widely and well and beyond the prescribed texts. A Reading List will be made available and pupils are encouraged to make full use of our excellent Library. A pupil’s own study and exploration of texts will be emphasised.
Author visits are also arranged by the English Department.
Pupils are also encouraged to take part in Book Week, Poetry Aloud, The Shaw Award, Speak Week and the Debating Club. A Drama Week for First Years will take place in December. 


1st Term - An outline of the Year’s Work

Pupils will begin with Kate Thompson’s Creature of the Night.  It should be possible to finish this by half-term.  The Book Report will count as 10% of the Christmas Exam and should be completed by November.  

Essay writing/personal writing and comprehension will be developed from Creature of the Night and a wide range of material in Chrysalis.
Also in Chrysalis pp 15-17  AND pp 24-29 contain useful work which we hope to cover before Christmas.  The GRAMMAR question in the Christmas Exam will be drawn from these pages [15, 16, 17 AND 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29] 

Greek Myths:  Anthony Horowitz’s book. In the first term we will cover the following: Pyramus and Thisbe; Narcissus; The Riddle of the Sphinx; Pandora’s Box; Procrustes and his Magic Bed. 

Poetry: Learn by heart ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’ (p.385); ‘Not Waving But Drowning’ (page 359), ‘The Night is Darkening Round Me’ (page 297) by Emily Bronte and ‘Silver’ by Walter de la Mare (page 339). FOUR POEMS during the First Term. Classes will also explore ALLITERATION, ASSONANCE, SIMILE and METAPHOR for the Christmas Exam.
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THE CHRISTMAS EXAM 
1hr 30mins.  

Outline of  1st Year English Exam  Christmas (100 marks):

1. Reading/Comprehension  (20 marks) 
1. Composing (30 marks) 
1. Poetry by heart – know all four poems and poetic terms – assonance, alliteration, metaphor, simile (10 marks) 
1. Unseen poem (10 marks) 
1. Greek Mythology (10 Marks) 
1. Grammar – (10 marks)
       7.	Book Report on Creature of the Night (10 Marks)   

SECOND AND THIRD TERM

 SPEAK WEEK will be held at the beginning of January.  Each pupil is expected to deliver a two minute speech on a chosen topic in class and at the end of the week the best two speakers from each class will participate in the grand final in the G B Shaw Auditorium.

Reading: Pupils will be reminded again of their Book List, the Library. Recommend titles. Authors such as Catherine MacPhail, David Almond, Matt Whyman, Kenneth Oppel, Theresa Breslin, Rodman Philbrick, Cathy Hopkins, Mary Hogan, Derek Landy (their books are in the Library) who have visited Wesley are recommended. 

Short stories from Chrysalis: ‘His First Flight’ (pp 182-185) ‘The Hitchhiker’ by Roald Dahl (pp 187) ‘A Grave Misunderstanding’ (pp 227-230) and ‘The Open Window’ by Saki (pp 211-213) 
Pupils will be expected to read a THIRD NOVEL for the Summer Exams – one from a prescribed list.  

Greek Myths: The Minotaur; The Seven Pomegranate Seeds; The Achilles Heel; The Judgement of Paris PLUS ONE MORE THAT THEY MUST CHOOSE THEMSELVES from pages 153 to 247 in the Horowitz book.

In addition to The Creature of the Night , First Year pupils will also be expected to study TWO novels [one from a prescribed list] for their Summer Examination in May. This is to encourage independent study skills and to remind pupils of the adventure of reading. The following sheet will be distributed to pupils early February 2011:


1ST YEAR SUMMER EXAM

Your 1st Year English Summer Exam will include a question on a novel which pupils will be expected to read and prepare on their  own. They should plan ahead and begin working on this project as soon as possible. 

Choose ONE of the following titles:

Skellig by David Almond
Ways to Live Forever by Sally Nicholls
Chalkline by Jane Mitchell
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 
The Ghost’s Child by Sonya Hartnett 
This Ain’t No Video Game by Kevin Stevens
The Kiss of Death by Marcus Sedgwick
Switchers by Kate Thompson
Airborn by Kenneth Oppel
Deep Water by Ann Turnbull
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne
Crocodile Tears by Anthony Horowitz
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
Holes by Louis Sachar
4.50 from Paddington by Agatha Christie
The Set-up by Sophie McKenzie
The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness
The Ask and the Answer by Patrick Ness 
The Amulet of Samarkand by Jonathan Stroud
Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce
Roxy’s Baby  by Catherine MacPhail
Grass by Catherine MacPhail
Tamburlaine’s Elephants by Geraldine McCaughrean

These novels are available in the School Library,  local library or in bookshops. Pupils should read through the opening pages of all before making their choice. This will help them decide which one suits best. They are all readily available.

FOR PUPILS

Having read the novel pupils should prepare for the Summer Examination as follows:

* Write a short piece [20 – 25 lines] on the opening one or two pages of the chosen novel  in which you outline why you think this is or is not a good opening.

       * Choose one episode/event/scene in the novel which you would
   consider your favourite. Describe it and say why you thought it
   interesting. [200 words approximately]

        * Name your favourite character in your chosen novel, give a
   brief account of what happens to him/her, and give your opinion 
   of him/her. [15 – 20 lines approximately]

        *Then choose FIVE short quotations – examples of interesting/effective   
    writing –from throughout the text [it could be something that the
    character says or descriptions of that character or a description of the
    place where the novel is set or the novel’s first sentence  -  you choose.]
    and write them down and say why you have chosen them.

      *  Suggest some reasons as to why you think that the novel you 
          have chosen is worth reading. [20 – 25 lines]

      * Comment on the cover. [10 – 12 lines]

Do this well and you will be well prepared for your exam. It is very important at this stage in your career that you learn to STUDY a text ON YOUR OWN and prepare your thoughts on that text in an organised and intelligent and personal way.


Poetry: Learn by heart: ‘I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’ (page 336) ‘Base Details’ by Siegfried Sassoon (p 313) and ‘The Trees’ by Philip Larkin. First Years should also study in detail ‘The Listeners’ by Walter de la Mare (page 294/295). 


1st Year Summer Exams -  2 hours

1. Reading 
1. Composing 
1. Letter: Revise pp 52- 58 
1. Poetry: Detailed questions on ‘The Listeners’ 
1. Poetry by Heart: know ‘The Trees’, ‘I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’ and ‘Base Details’ 
1. Short Stories:  Questions on the four stories studied 
1. Grammar:  Revise Problem Areas pp 30 – 35 
1. Novel chosen by pupil 

